NOVEL 1 QUESTIONS (1 ) 



Samuel Richardson is an English novelist who expanded the dramatic possibilities of the 
novel by his invention and use of the letter form ("epistolary novel"). Richardson's 
epistolary form has many advantages to other forms of narrative. For example, it succeeds 
at situating his reader alongside the heroine in Pamela, the central character reveals in 
her journal and letters the intimate details of her everyday life in simple language. This 
approach makes the novel easy to read and understand 
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Pamela has been the servant girl of Lady B. for many years. When the noblewoman dies, 
Pamela is very sad: she loved Lady B. because she had always been very good to her and 
given her an education far beyond her means. Mr B., Lady B.'s son, offers to let her remain 
in the household and Pamela accepts with gratitude, but :t soon becomes clear that Mr B. 
is not honest . He then offers to send her home to her parents, but the coachman, who is 
one of Mr B.'s men, drives her instead to Mr B.s country house, where she is virtually a 
prisoner. The girl, however, resists all of her master's advances until Mr B., who is really in 
love with Pamela, finally asks to marry him. The second part of the book shows Pamela 
and Mr B.'s married life. Pamela is the model wife and MR B. too is in the end converted to 
a sober well-regulated life 
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Pamela, the only daughter of her parents is a treasure of theirs. She is an exemplary child, 
likes her own parents and respects them. In her letters home to them, she confides in 
them with her troubles and joys.The master speaks nicely to Pamela. He compliments 
Pamela on her writing. She senses that her master by privileging her crosses the 
boundaries between the social classes. It does not belong to his status. She has a self- 
preservation instinct as she is educated to be modest and virtuous. After her father's 
warning, Pamela refuses any gifts or proposals of the master. She emphasizes her virtue 
and good behaviour. Pamela is really virtuous, innocent and naive. 
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As the title of the Richardson work says Pamela's virtue was rewarded. 'Virtue is moral 
excellence of a man or a woman.' A virtue is a character trait valued as being good. 
Pamela, a virtuous modest girl, the daughter of poor parents, due to her excellent and 
exemplary behaviour has become from a common servant,, an upper class woman, a lady. 
Pamela never forgets her dear mother and father whom she loves above all in the world. 
She is rewarded by happy life for her virtue and pure soul. The reader meets a beautiful 
woman in all respects and is enjoying her troubles and comfort. Pamela's conduct is 
exemplary. 
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The novel is of course a love story, and Pamela is the fulcrum on which the story turns. 
One day, the story centers on familial love; the next day, on false love,; another day, on 
brotherly love ; and on another day, true romantic love, which Pamela exchanges with the 
squire. 
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a ^UoL ^ Samuel uj^j^^j ^ ^Vuni cr^j 4^ 
The Epistolary Technique Employed by Samuel Richardson in Pamela. 



Samuel Richardson's Pamela; or, virtue rewarded (1740), one of the first great English 
epistolary novels, is a brilliant collection of thirty-two letters and dozens of private 
journals written by a serving maid who finds herself socially elevated at the novel's 
conclusion by her marriage to B, her former master. 
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Her writing technique also seems to invite the reader to sit by her side, listen and 
sympathize as she reflects on her troubled life as an English serving maid constantly 
worrying about her future. For example, her parents, who often equate dishonor with 
death, criticize Pamela's choices toward the beginning of the novel. Thus, when B tells her 
father that Pamela is "in a way to be happy", her father replies, believing her defiled, 
"What! then is she dying?" 
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Richardson's epistolary form has many advantages to other forms of narrative. For 
example, it succeeds at situating his reader alongside the heroine while she narrates the 
plot of her life; some critics call this celebrated Richardsonian technique "writing to the 
moment". 
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In Pamela, the central character reveals in her journal and letters the intimate details of 
her everyday life in language that is simple, straightforward, and conversational. This 
approach makes the novel easy to read and understand. Moreover, it creates a closeness 
with the reader, as if he or she were the recipient of the letters or the reader of the 
journal. 
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1. The story of Pamela begins in Bedfordshire house near London, in England, in 

a) the eighteenth century M 6»V3V $ (\ 

b) the nineteenth century 

c) the twentieth century 

d) the seventeenth century 

2. in the end of Richardson's Pamela, the heroine is 

a) converted to be a model wife 

b) converted to be a faithful wife. -"^ g>9) ^ 

c) converted to be an obedient wife. 

d) A, B,and C. 

3. In the end of Richardson's Pamela, Mr. B. is 

a) converted to be a sober well-regulated person. , . . 

b) converted to be a model husband. t ^ l ^ ^ 

c) converted to be a man of responsibility. 

d) A, B,and C. 

4. According to Richardson, Pamela was a new form of fiction writing altogether,... 

a) an exercise in instruction through entertainment. 

.049 /ill ii^> <*» (pjjjdll ^ awi)Viwo (I 

b) an instant sensation. ,oj)^l\ ouW>V\ (u 

c) a message through entertainment 

d) B,and C 
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5. The reason for such widespread yet contrasted success was implicit in the theme of 
Pamela: 

a) a poor 15-year-old girl dares to resist her master's improper advances 

b) and does so with a sense of the moral value of her resistance; 

.V&jJu cdQyJaH Ji^ Va>9>3j uVx&H dxu)\ ds>o V&i\ ci\9<) t a)V&x)\ ^ t <) (V 

c) and, in the end, she makes the young nobleman marry her on her own conditions . 

d) A, B,and C 

6. To many readers, Pamela, the main character of the novel, 

.Jbj^^ll oaxJ&Hg bAuioiiH oV) q bJJ&xH ob (I 

a) was a heroine and hers was the triumph of virtue and the middle class. 

b) tried to climb the social ladder by becoming a nobleman's wife. 

c) was not so much a virtuous girl, 
cl) B ,and C. 

i'^j^l £JJ^ 4_LoAVi (j* c^Jj" cJj^ Lo^jc 

7. When Pamela says:" my soul is of equal importance with the soul of a princess", she 
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a) is strongly stating her right to be respected quite apart from her social status 

.bJ&wqLfcH oaxjall q\ t a)i\<pr/x)\9 :\/ib>o\ guu9 )\>o\ jju>o (u 

b) embodies the union of England's two most powerful classes: the nobility and the 

bourgeoisie, or middle class. 

c) A, B. 

8. Pamela is much more in touch with her father than with her mother 

a) her mother does not understand her feminine feelings. 

b) her father understands her feminine feelings. 

.o»W\<) a»y\ q)Va>J bJJwo V&xHq 

c) her father is an umbrella of protection security and safety. 

d) A, B, and C. 9, Mr. B. , Pamela, s master tries to persuade her of his love by 
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9, Mr. B. , Pamela, s master tries to persuade her of his love by 



a) being honest and polite 
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bjgiving her. money and clothes 



c)giving her jewels 



d)B, and C 




10. Pamela's father advises her that her virtue is that jewel which no riches can make up to 
her and .... 

a) he knows his daughter does not deserve. 

b) he knows his daughter is not worthy of his advice. 

c) he does not trust his daughter. 

d) he knows his daughter will never disappoint him. lx ? 1 <4» (> 

11. Pamela's politeness and shyness are shown in the way her eyes 

a) are always sunk to the ground . .&9\<*)\ qc»\ c3> ^ Uita (I 

b) are sometimes sunk to the ground. 

c) are rarely sunk to the ground. 

d) are scarcely sunk to the ground . 
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12. "Virtue" as treated in the context of the text of Pamela refers to 



a,) politeness and shyness 



d^\9 ol)lxftil (M 
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b)honor and chastity 



c)dignity and principles 



d)A, B, and C. 
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13) Samuel Richardson's Pamela; or, virtue rewarded , is a brilliant collection of thirty-two 
letters and dozens of private journals written, most of them, by 

a) Pamela. 

b) Mr. B. and his mother. 

c) Pamela and her brother. 

d) A, B, and C. 

14) The epistolary technique used by Samuel Richardson in his novel .... 

a) succeeds at situating his reader alongside the heroine. u .. u , . . 

b) invites the reader to sit by Pamela's side. 4 , , . , , . , 

c) pushes the reader to sympathize with her 

d) A, B, and C. 
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15) The use of the letter form by Samuel Richardson in his novel .... 

a) helps Pamela reveal the intimate details of her everyday 

b) does not make the novel easy to read and understand. 

c) does not create a closeness with the reader. 

d) A, B, and C. 

16) The main idea or the theme of the novel ,where Pamela is the fulcrum on which the 
story turns, goes around 

a) familial and brotherly love . 

.ba^Vl ax^jfclW oxliVxH (I 

b) fake love. 

c) true romantic love. 

d) A, B, and C. 
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